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Saturday, October 2 • 9:00 a.m. - Noon • Shawnee City Hall
Celebrate the autumn season at the 16th annual Scarecrow Festival on Saturday, October 2
from 9:00 to Noon at Shawnee City Hall (11110 Johnson Drive). The Shawnee Downtown
Partnership is sponsoring this FREE, family-friendly event that includes pumpkin
decorating, build your own life-sized scarecrow, games, and Farmers’ Market. Supplies
and decorations will be provided at no cost while they last. This is a rain or shine event.

@CityofShawnee
@ShawneeKSPolice
@ShawneeTown1929

Downtown Shawnee businesses can participate in the annual event by taking part
in the 17th annual Scarecrow Contest! The Scarecrow Contest is a great way to
advertise your business. There are three prize categories including Most Creative,
Most Relative to your Business, and a “People’s Choice” overall winner. The People’s Choice
winner will be the scarecrow with the most votes on the City’s Facebook page. First place
winners in each category will be awarded a prize of $200. See the Scarecrow Contest
entry form included in this newsletter for additional information. Entry forms are due
Wednesday, September 29, and scarecrows must be on display by noon that day. Winners
will be announced on Friday, October 1.

Downtown Shawnee Networking
and Business Meeting
Friday, October 8 • 8:30 a.m.
Pegah’s Family Restaurant (11005 Johnson Drive)

Join the Shawnee Chamber of Commerce and the City to meet
other Downtown Shawnee Business owners and learn about
marketing opportunities, public art, the Johnson Drive traffic
calming pilot project and other items. Breakfast will be provided.
Please RSVP to Ann Smith-Tate by 5:00 p.m. on October 6 at
asmithtate@shawneekschamber.com.
Shawnee City Hall
11110 Johnson Dirve
Shawene, KS 66203

Contact Phone:

Contact Email:

Contact Person:

Shawnee City Hall
11110 Johnson Drive
Shawnee, KS 66203
c/o Lauren Grashoff
Phone: 913.742.6226
Email: lgrashoff@cityofshawnee.org

Organization Address:

Organization Name:

Scarecrow Contest Entry Form

Entry form must be received by September 29

Join in the celebration of the 17th Annual Scarecrow Festival by
participating in the scarecrow contest. Create a scarecrow to represent
your business or organization and find a way to attach your business
name to it as a great way to advertise!
There are three prize categories including, most creative, most
relative to your business, and a “people’s choice” winner. First place
winners in each category will be awarded a cash prize of $200.
Scarecrows can be displayed in front of your business, or on Johnson
Drive in front of City Hall if you are not located downtown. All
scarecrows should be displayed by 5PM on September 29. Winners
will be announced on Friday, October 1. Fill out the entry form
below to participate in this exciting tradition. All entry forms must
be received by Wednesday, September 29. The scarecrows will be on
display through October 31.

Sponsored by:

Win $200

Spread holiday cheer this season by giving to the

Mayor’s

Christmas Tree
Fund
Shawnee Community Services

all proceeds benefit two
local organizations

Shawnee Storm

cityofshawnee.org/mctf

• Make a donation at cityofshawnee.org/mctf
• Buy a limited edition Mayor’s Christmas Tree Shirt designed by Mayor Distler at the Shawnee
Town 1929 Gift Shop
• NEW! Purchase a one-of-a-kind Mayor’s Christmas Tree Fund candle or ornament
• NEW! Snag a City of Shawnee flag
• NEW! Honor a friend or loved one by purchasing a bluebird box plaque
• NEW! Have a beer or reserve a Beer Box at Servaes Brewery during the month of November

December 4  3-6pm  Downtown Shawnee  11110 Johnson Drive

Downtown Shawnee
Holiday Treasures Craft Festival
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 23 • 9:00AM - 4:00PM
Shawnee Civic Centre • 13817 Johnson Drive

Local Vendors  Crafts
Fresh Produce  Live Music!

UNIQUE HANDCRAFTED GIFTS
FOR THAT SPECIAL SOMEONE!

Third Thursday
May - October  4pm-8pm

Downtown Shawnee  City Hall Parking Lot

Shawnee Town • 11501 W. 57th Street
M-F • 8am-5pm

Fall Recycling Event

October 9 • 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. • 9001 W. 67th St. Merriam
The former Lee Jeans location, now Nations Holding

In partnership with the City of Merriam
Electronics Recycling

All electronics recycled at no charge except the following: Monitors (of any kind) - $25, TV’s (of any kind/size) - $35

Paper Shredding/Recycled

Regular File Box - Suggested $5 donation per box
Large File Box - Suggested $10 donation per box

Eyeglass Collection

Used eyeglasses will be donated to those in need

Latex Paint Collection

Latex paint only
No commercial institutions' paint will be accepted.

Bike Collection

Used bikes will be refurbished and given to community service organizations.

Cash Only, Thank you!

Thursday, November 11 ▪ 4:00 p.m.

Shawnee Civic Centre
13817 Johnson Drive

Shawnee
Swag

Adult T-shirts $12
Adult Hoodies $30
Toddler (2T-5T)T-shirts $8
Baby Onesies $8

Johnson Drive Pilot Project

In both the Imagine Shawnee Strategic Plan, adopted by the Governing Body in March 2020, and Achieve Shawnee
Comprehensive Plan (currently ongoing), the community expressed support for Downtown Shawnee and the need to
continue to improve pedestrian access and safety. Additional discussions and concerns have been raised specifically
related to traffic speeds and pedestrian crossings on Johnson Drive. The City has also heard from many people that
there is a demand for more readily available public parking downtown. The City continues to pursue enhancements to
downtown that provide ways to support our established vision and goals for a diverse, economically sustainable, unique,
pedestrian-oriented, connected, and identifiable district where people and businesses thrive.
Based on the noted concerns and the City’s continued commitment to invest in Downtown Shawnee, the City has
approved a pilot project concept for traffic calming on Johnson Drive. The proposed pilot project includes modifying
signing and striping of Johnson Drive between Flint Street and Goddard Street from 4-lanes/5-lanes to 3-lanes, with
one through lane in each direction and a dedicated center turn lane. The reduction of lanes will allow on-street parallel
parking spaces to be added and modify some existing on-street parallel spaces to angled parking (see restriping plan).
This would allow traffic to adjust to the new configuration. There are no proposed changes to driveways or sidewalks,
and curb lines would not have to change (with the exception of added striped curb extensions at intersections).

Johnson Drive Pilot Project Continued
Staff anticipates this project will result in:
• Reduced speeds through downtown Shawnee on Johnson Drive. Studies have shown that for every one-foot reduction
of drive lane width, the traffic speed drops three miles per hour.
• Increase total on-street parking count from 81 to 107.
• Increase walkability, vehicle, and pedestrian safety and comfort within downtown.
• Enhance business viability.
• Emphasize downtown as a destination location, instead of a pass-through route
A number of metrics will be used to determine the success of the project, including:
• Feedback from residents, downtown businesses, and area schools
• Pre Pilot and During Pilot Data for:
• Traffic counts on Johnson Drive, Goddard Street, Flint Street, and Ballentine Street
• Travel time between Goddard Street and Flint Street
• Delay at the Nieman and Johnson traffic signal
• Traffic speeds
• Accident data
• Number of Parking Spaces
Staff will bring an analysis of these metrics and a determination on if the project was successful back to the Governing
Body for consideration in December. The City postponed a planned mill and overlay of Johnson Drive in 2021 in order
to assess these potential changes to the roadway. The 2022 mill and overlay project will include either the original or new
striping configuration to be installed in the spring, as determined by the success of the pilot project.

Questions and Comments - JohnsonDrive@cityofshawnee.org

cityofshawnee.org/johnsondrive

Achieve Shawnee Comprehensive Plan
Johnson Drive and Flint

Johnson Drive and Goddard

In September 2020, the City of Shawnee kicked off an exciting and important project for the future of our community: a
new Comprehensive Plan. At its core, a comprehensive plan is a vision for the future at a community scale. Comprehensive
plans are created by and for the community to record shared goals and desires for themselves and their fellow community
members. A comprehensive plan examines what a community is, where it came from, and crafts a coordinated road map
for the future. This road map guides the growth and development of the community for the next 10 to 20 years, and
is revisited to ensure its relevance. The planning process took approximately 12 months and consisted of six primary
phases: from Discover, where a baseline understanding of Shawnee is developed, to Engage where the community
shares their voice, to Plan and Refine when the actual road map for the future of topics like development, connectivity,
and housing are recorded, to Implement and Sustain when the new Comprehensive Plan is put to work. The Achieve
Shawnee Comprehensive Plan process is reaching the final stages of implementation with the last opportunities for
review and input at upcoming Planning Commission and Governing Body meetings:

Planning Commission

September 20 and October 4 at 7:30 p.m.
Shawnee City Hall Council Chambers

Governing Body

Johnson Drive and Nieman

October 11 and October 25 at 6:00 p.m.
Shawnee City Hall Council Chambers

achieveshawnee.com
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