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August 11, 2022 
 
Dear Knoxville Variance Board Members, 
 
I am writing on behalf of the homeowner and Board of Directors for University Tower 
Homeowner Association to express concern about the upcoming variance requests that might 
impact our Association in the future. It looks as though the four exceptions (8-I-22-VA) 
requested by Mr. Benjamin Mullins on behalf of his clients represent a blanket request of two 
additional stories per tower with no clear hardship other than to boost economics on behalf of 
the developers. 
 
Before drafting this letter, I checked with our attorney of record, Melanie Davis, to make sure I 
had reasonable standing to write to you about this issue. Her response included: 
 


 There are specific criteria for granting variances and none of them have to do with 
economics of a particular project.  


 


 If the developers want a higher building, they should get the zoning changes, not a 
variance.  


 


 She assured me that I had standing to write to you about this issue due to potential 
impact on the Fort Sanders area and our building. 


 
We are concerned that allowance of these requests without clear hardship negates the purpose 
of zoning limits. The multiple zoning variance requests also seem unfair to recently constructed 
private residence towers and hospitals in the area that have observed the established height 
limitations. 
 
Although we recently submitted an objection to the height variance request for 1717 White 
Avenue for a host of reasons including safety issues, it is the consensus of our Board of 
Directors and our attorney of record to add our general objection to the four-fold exception 
requests currently scheduled for the August 16, 2022 Variance Board meeting. 
 
Respectfully yours, 
  
Steven L. Cook 
President, University Tower Homeowner Association 
1700 Clinch Avenue 
Knoxville, TN 
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August 8, 2022 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Bryan Berry, Deputy Director 
Board of Zoning Appeals 
Room 475, City-County Building 
P. O. Box 1631 
Knoxville, Tennessee 37901 
 
Dear Mr. Berry: 
 
Re: Variance Requests 7-G-22-VA, 8-A-22-VA, 8-B-22-VA, 8-C-22-VA, 8-D-22-VA, 8-E-


22-VA, 8-F-22-VA, 8-G-22-VA, 8-H-22-VA, 8-I-22-VA, 8-J-22-VA, 8-K-22-VA, and 8-
L-22-VA 


 
We have reviewed our records and, as far as we have been able to determine, KUB has no 
existing utility facilities located within the variance areas and we have no objection to the 
requested variances. However, KUB does not release and hereby retains all easements and 
rights for existing facilities, whether or not identified in our research.  
 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please call me at (865) 558-2483. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Christian Wiberley, P.E. 
Engineering 
 
CGW 
 







From: Steve Borden
To: Jennifer Scobee
Subject: RE: August 16th City of Knoxville Board of Zoning Appeals Applications
Date: Tuesday, August 9, 2022 9:08:41 AM


Jennifer,
 
Please find the following responses for the August BZA applications:
 
7-G-22-VA          2425 Anita Dr. [PDF]:  No comment
8-A-22-VA          1909 Nickerson Ave [PDF] :  No comment
8-B-22-VA           307 E. Oklahoma Ave [PDF] :  No comment
8-C-22-VA           3221 Garden Dr [PDF] :  No comment
8-D-22-VA          333 Macedonia Ln [PDF] :  No comment
8-E-22-VA           2150 N. Central St [PDF] :  No comment
8-F-22-VA           4051 Sutherland Ave [PDF] :  No comment
8-G-22-VA          6115 Asheville Hwy [PDF] :  In relation to the request for signage
variance in this BZA, Operations has no comment.      
8-H-22-VA          720 Burgess Ave & 0 Teddy Ave [PDF] : In relation to the request for
drive lane variance in this BZA, Operations has no comment.   Please note that
encroachment on I-275 ROW is not permitted.  The proposed detention facility is
depicted by a single bold line.  It would appear that construction of the facility is in
close proximity to the ROW for I-275 such that the ROW fence may be impacted.
8-I-22-VA            1901, 1905, 1915, 1931, 1937 Cumberland Ave [PDF] :  No comment
with regard to variances requested.  As a general note:  any proposed work on or
impacting State owned ROW will require a grading permit prior to beginning
construction.  Encroachments on State owned ROW in the form of buildings,
signage, awnings, or any overhanging structure are not permitted.
                                705, 709, 711, 713 Nineteenth St
                                700, 702 Twentieth St
                                1902, 1908, 1912, 1916 White Ave
8-J-22-VA            2001 & 2017 Cumberland Ave [PDF] :  No comment with regard to
variances requested.  As a general note:  any proposed work on or impacting State
owned ROW will require a grading permit prior to beginning construction. 
Encroachments on State owned ROW in the form of buildings, signage, awnings, or
any overhanging structure are not permitted.
 
8-K-22-VA           2109 & 2121 Cumberland Ave [PDF] :  No comment with regard to
variances requested.  As a general note:  any proposed work on or impacting State
owned ROW will require a grading permit prior to beginning construction. 
Encroachments on State owned ROW in the form of buildings, signage, awnings, or
any overhanging structure are not permitted.
 
8-L-22-VA            1900, 1912, 2000 Cumberland Ave [PDF] :  No comment with regard to
variances requested.  As a general note:  any proposed work on or impacting State
owned ROW will require a grading permit prior to beginning construction. 
Encroachments on State owned ROW in the form of buildings, signage, awnings, or
any overhanging structure are not permitted.
                                817 Nineteenth St
                                1901 Lake Ave
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		File: 8-I-22-VA

		Date Filed: 7/18/2022

		Fee Amount: $250

		Council District: 1

		BZA Meeting Date: 8/16/2022

		Text1: 1. Increase the maximum building height and stories from 90 feet and 8 stories to 115 feet and 10 stories for a multi-family dwelling in the CU-2 district. Per Article 7.2.3.B.3.A.2. Decrease the 10 foot stepback in building mass above the minimum 2nd story to the 1st story for a multi-family dwelling in the CU-2 district. Per Article 7.2.3.B.3.C.3. Decrease the distance a driveway from 20th Street must be located a minimum of 100 feet from Cumberland Avenue to 92 feet 5 inches for a multi-family dwelling in the CU-2 district. Per Article 11.7.B; Table 11-5.4. Increase the maximum building height and stories from 90 feet and 8 stories to 105 feet and 10 stories for a structured parking garage in the CU-3 district. Per Article 7.2.3.C.3.A.5. Increase the maximum building height an accessory structure can exceed the building height from 10 feet to 16 feet 6 inches for an elevator and stairway access for a structured parking garage in the CU-3 district. Per Article 7.0.3.I.3.6. Increase the maximum entrance spacing along a primary street from 100 feet to 340 feet for a structured parking garage in the CU-3 district. Per Article 7.2.3.C.4.A.7. Decrease the distance a driveway from 19th Street must be located a minimum of 50 feet from White Avenue to 38 feet 7 inches for a structured parking garage in the CU-3 district. Per Article 11.7.B; Table 11-5.8. Decrease the distance a driveway from 20th Street must be located a minimum of 50 feet from White Avenue to 40 feet 3 inches for a structured parking garage in the CU-3 district. Per Article 11.7.B; Table 11-5.

		Text2: Bryan Berry

		Text3: 7/19/2022
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